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Bridge Statement
“This is your mediation and you all have equal rights to uninterrupted presentations and involvement. If there is anything you would like to say during the other party’s presentation, I request that you make notes on the paper provided so that when I get back to you, you will have everything you want me to know, ready to share.” 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The recognition of each party’s rights is one of the contents provided in the above bridge statement: “…you all have equal rights to uninterrupted presentations and involvement.” This content serves the purpose of reminding the parties of their rights so that no one party will interrupt the other during their presentations. The other content in the above bridge statement is a reminder of who owns the mediation: “This is your mediation…” This content serves the purpose of making the parties feel free to bring out their issues by making them aware that the mediation process is all about them and their issues. The other content enshrined in the above bridge statement is the direction on how to react to each party’s presentations: “…make notes on the paper provided…” This serves the purpose of guiding the parties on how to react to each other’s presentations without interruptions. In general, the above bridge statements serve the purposes of creating a conducive mediation environment where all the parties have their rights respected. This is realized by giving each party quality time to share out their issues and comment on each other’s presentations without unnecessary interruptions that would otherwise intimidate either party.
